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Capitalisation and 

closing event

To start with…

C. MALHERBE, TL – P. CASTRATARO, KE3

September 14, 2023
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Googling “SMEs in Med”…
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RPIC Work Programme
(2018-2021 Chapter 1 -
2021 – 2024 Chapter 2) 

Stronger expertise and 
role of the UfM Working 
Group on industrial 
cooperation in 
supporting / 
coordinating  MSMEs 
policies and reforms (…)

Increased capacity of 
MED SBA coordinators 
and stakeholder's 
network to advocate for 
MSMEs development 
and linkages in the 
region

Exchange platform 
capitalizing on good 
practices in A2F and SME 
internationalisation 
developed in Europe or 
in the Southern 
Neighbourhood

Vision
Better Pol&Reg for MSMEs - Operational platform

Ambition
Inspirational catalyst – Multiplier effect - Impact

Approach
B selective – Inclusive – P2P – Adding value expertise

SBA
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North South and South South exchange of practices

Peer-to-Peer

THE PROGRAMME DNA

Working
Groups
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STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK
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INNOVATION-FOCUSED 
APPROACH
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ARTICULATING THE R/N LEVELS
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CROSS-SECTORAL 
PEER-CENTERED CoP
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LET’s TALK ABOUT 
INTERNATIONALIZATION
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SME Internationalisation implementation

Topics

• SME export
• SME digitalisation & export
• Simplification & digitalisation of Intl. 

trade procedures

Knowledge

• GP in SME export policies & tools
• Good practices “COVID-19 response”
• SME export profiles
• SME export & digital° policy briefs
• Pilot projects

Stakeholders

• Officials from MTIs
• SME development Agencies
• Customs, chambers of commerce, 

export development organisations
• Business and women's associations 

Dialogue

8 regional events > 650 participants

i) SME export , ii) SMEs digitalisation & 

export, iii) cross border e-commerce & 

digital market place iv) digital platform

for exporting SMEs, v) Digital Single 

Windows
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Streamlining & digitalizing international 
trade procedures : Marrakech -

September 22

Capacity building 
(Institutional 

development)?

Strengthen Coordination 

(policies & reform)?

Simplify (and eliminate) 
Procedures?

Reduce Timelines & 
costs?

Investment in technology 
& people?

Do more with less - use 
the tools that already 
exist more effectively 
(e.g. existing portals)?

Gaps and overlaps in 
regulations?

Strategic partnering 
(twinning)?

Continuous improvement 
process?

Digital standards? Pilot projects
International best 

practice
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SME Export & Digitalisation: Tabadool May 2023 – Rome June 2023Digital services for 
exporting SMEs

Cross-border 
e-commerce
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Access to Finance: implementation

Topics

• Innovative financing (mapping)
• PSD2 and banking 4.0
• Regulatory Sandbox
• Reg. counterguarantee scheme
• Fintech in gender lens

Knowledge

• GP in alternative finance 
• Good practices “COVID-19 response”
• National mapping of AF instruments
• 7 guidelines published
• 4 trainings: 3 on NBFIs and one ToT 

on fintech and gender

Stakeholders

• Central banks
• Non-bank regulators and CMAs
• Associations of banks / non-banks
• Business, IT and fintech associations 
• Accelerators and incubators

Dialogue

• 6 regional events > 320 participants 

• 18 working groups dedicated to A2F

• 58 practices shared, out of which 30 

brought in by South Med peers

• Mobilization of the Union of Arab 

Banks, EMGN, FISMA
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LET’s TALK ABOUT 
ACCESS TO FINANCE
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